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waist and fastened to a post to represent the way in
which he was tied by his foster-mother to prevent him
from stealing the curds. At other times he wears the
dress peculiar to Ganesa, and, to make the resemblance
complete, has a trunk attached to his face, like that of
the elephant-headed god of wisdom,'

The daily service of the temple is similar to that of
other deities as described in the account of Bhuvanesh-
wara. It begins by ringing a bell to awake the sleep-
ing deity; offerings and the repetition of mantras go
on until about eleven p.m., when a bedstead is placed
before it, and it is invited to retire for the night. Small
quantities of food are brought into the sanctuary itself,
which is for the priests only ; but at the four principal
meals, large quantities of food are consecrated by being
placed in front of the idol. Sweetmeats of a special
kind are prepared at the palace of the Raja of Khurda,
and sent to the temple daily, the proceeds of which are
given to him; the money received from the sale of the
other sacred food being taken by the priests. When it
is remembered that on some days food for a hundred
thousand people is sold, it will be seen that the yearly
profits must be something enormous.

The food is cooked by low caste men, the descendants
of the woodman who conducted Indradyumna to the
original shrine; but such is the sanctifying effect of this
holy place, that it is cheerfully eaten by people of all
castes. It is carried away by the pilgrims, and regarded
as a sacred treasure. A single grain on cakes offered
at the funeral ceremonies of the dead, is believed, by
the Vaishnavas, to be more effectual in benefiting the
departed than anything that could be offered. It is
called Mahaprasad, and the gods, even, are said to be
delighted to obtain a portion. The greatest sins ar<3